Stacked Book, Skull and Candle
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Materials:
· Foam Skull (I used one without a lower jaw)

· Battery operated candle (I used a Darice LED
    candle, item #6203-04, bought at Jo-     

    Ann)
· Sheet Styrofoam (2” thickness)
· Dark Grey, Mid Grey, and White Paints
· Styrofoam adhesive / Liquid Nails
Tools:
· Sharp utility knife and/or Xacto knife
· Sandpaper (100 grit), sanding block or 
    power sander.
· Hot wire cutter

· Heat gun

· Paint brushes

One of the beauties of this project is that you do not have to be exact. If your cuts are a little off, if you melt the foam a little too much, that’s ok. It makes the end result a little more gnarly, a little more gruesome and a little more Halloween!
Please see the end of this document for a few variations you can incorporate.
The Books
Cut 4 pieces of Styrofoam, various sizes - I used 2" thick foam, and cut the pieces approximately:
(2) 9” x12”
(1) 8” x 10”
(1) 7” x 8.5”
You can use different thicknesses or sizes.
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Round off the long edges of one side of each piece of foam, this will be the book spine. For this I used 100 grit sandpaper in a power sander. You can also use a hand sander.
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Making Pages
To help guide you in the areas that will be cut you can score with a utility or Xacto knife the outline of the front and back book cover on three of the narrow sides of the foam blocks. You will be making the cut about ½” deep. Curve the area that comes up to the book spine. These three sides will be the book pages. Making this cut is not essential but is useful as a guide.
For clarity the scored area has been drawn in marker in the photo below.
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Next, you will cut out the scored area. It’s easiest to make these cuts with a hot wire cutter bent into a “U” shape. Make the cut about ½” at the deepest point of the curve. Following the scores you made above, draw the hot wire down the length of the side. Remember on the 2 sides adjacent to the spine to pull the wire out before you get to the spine. The long edge can be cut straight through.
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Cutting the sides adjacent to the spine.
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4
Cutting the side opposite the spine.
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Finished!
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If you don’t have a hot wire cutter, you can cut out the outlined areas with a utility knife with a long blade.
In the end you’ll have concave areas on three sides that will become the pages in the next steps.
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Cut “pages” in the three narrow sides with an Xacto or utility knife. Put in as few or as many as you want. Don’t worry if they’re not all neat and straight. Cuts should be about ½” deep.
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Next, hit these scored pages with a heat gun. Be very careful at first to see how the foam will behave. Start the heat gun about a foot from the foam and come in closer as needed. The heat will make the scored lines open up and look more like real pages.
Heat gun is hot, very hot. Please be careful using, especially if it’s pointed near skin!
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Glue the books together in a stack, arranging them as you like. Or if you prefer to paint the pieces individually, you can glue them later.
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The Skull
Glue skull to book stack.
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Draw, and then cut out a circle from the top of the skull, the same diameter as the candle that will be used. I used a Darice LED candle, item #6203-04, bought at Jo-Ann.
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Paint
Base coat the piece in dark grey or black.
[image: image15.jpg]



Next is a coat in mid grey, dry brushed, leaving the indentations, eyes and nose, in the darker shade.
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Do a final dry brush in white.
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Finally add the LED candle.
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Variations:
1. Vary the amount of the top 2 dry brush layers making individual books or the skull darker or lighter. 
2. Base coat the books in different colors (keeping the pages a light color) and then dry brush lightly with the top 2 colors of grey and white. Base coat the books before you glue the stack together. 
3. Use small skulls stacked up in a pile with the candle on top. 
4. Paint the candle. 
5. Skip the candle entirely! 
6. Vary the number and size of the books. 
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